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The above events, and others of a similar character, greatly irritated the mind of Chutta Khan, and urged him to very severe, if not oppressive, measures. This change of conduct is generally attributed to the death of the princess, by whom he had been raised to the high station of minister. He had certainly acted with great prudence and moderation while she lived, from respect to her advice, and confidence in her support; but when left alone, he saw his safety in another course. Enraged by the frequent conspiracies of the nobles against his power, he put to death some and expelled others. He removed this class from all offices of trust, which were filled exclusively by persons on whose attachment he could rely. He established such a police within the walls of Bhopal, as completely suppressed the sanguinary affrays, to which some Pathans are so prone,, and their turbulent spirit was for the moment subdued. By these means, Chutta Khan not only maintained internal quiet, but promoted, beyond all who had gone before him, the prosperity of the town, and country of .Bhopal. His next object was to remain at peace with his neighbours, but particularly with Madhojee Sindiah, and Ahalya Baee, who were, at this time, the chief rulers in central India. His principles of moderation were sometimes carried to an extent that astonished many. Of this, the following in-